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Director’s Note

1 first encountered Mnemonic in the lobby of a small hotel on 42nd Street in
Manhattan while searching the internet for the list of productions nominated for
the Drama Desk Award for Unique Theatrical Experience. As I was reading the
list on Wikipedia and googling each title in a new tab, 1 was presented with the
following definition: '

mne-mon-ic
ns'méinik/

noun .
1. adevice such as a pattern of letters, ideas, or associations that assists in
remembering something:

adjective
1. aiding or designed to aid the memory.

My convoluted relationship with memory, the eternal cycle of remembering and
the yearning to forget, was not a reason enough for me to direct this play. But,
when I first read Mnemonic, something strange happened: I couldn't visualize the
world of the play. As a person who has a strong tendency to imagine while
reading a play, my mind was filled with a void that left me irritated, defeated, and
furious. Upon deeper investigation, I discovered when these two elements,
memory and imagination, joined forces in guiding me, I could come to view them
as complements rather than substitutes in the act of creation on stage. Once this
recognition occurred, my mind was flooded with visuals and concepts persuading
me to embark on a three-semester journey of directing and scenic designing this

play.

Mnemonic offers you fragments of its story in an effort to shine a light on your
own path towards finding meaning within the world you perceive of being
created in the present moment before you and then how you remember it. It is a
play that consciously asks questions about the nature of memory, yet it does not
presume to provide complete answers. Instead, it requires us to actively engage in
the act of remembering, thus creating memory and simultaneously forcing us to
use our imaginations. : :

- Ali Jamali
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Theater Capstone Production

up your aesthetic. '

Fl:‘i,}()lay, April 7 and Saturday, April 8, 2017 — times to be announced
Theater Studio o _

“Women are defective by nature.” — Aristotle o '

A disruptive, devised, women-only performance piece juxtaposing the rage and
grief felt by modern women with the Ancient Greek myths of the Amazons.
This senior capstone project in theater was conceived and crea.te'd b}; ;
Jessica Cummings ‘17, Constance Des Marais ‘17, Nola Werlinich ‘17 an
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Thesis Theater Production ‘
j hanging Space
Through Everchanging Tracks of Neverc . .
Thtlrlégay, April 13 through Saturday, April 15, 2017 - times to be announced
Olin Library
i irecti ft-Ali <17
Text adaptation and direction by May Trel.lha ‘17 .
“I(’elxenty tI()) see and hear and feel yet. Feel live warm beings near you. Warm beds:
fullblooded life.” .
g?;:;es is a love story. It is a story about the love between a‘hu§b_and and w1fe3 and
the love between a parent and child. It is a story about 'three 1nd1v1d}1als searching
for a sense of belonging in a community that marginalizes them. It is a story about
flowers, hot chocolate, farts, flirtations, shooting stars, and the myriad mo_ments .
that can’ transform an ordinary day into an epic journey. Becau§e Ulyssc?s 1s_the epic
of everyday life, this piece will be site-specific and take place in the Olin Library,
theatrical intervention in the public sphere. o _
?Fsil?s thesis production is directed by May Treuhaft-Ali *17, in partial fulfillment for

Honors in Theater

Faculty Theater Production
Islands i
Friday, April 21, 8pm, Saturday, April 22, 2pm & 8pm

eater ‘
gllii:':a‘g by Ronald Jenkins, Professor of Theater “Islands” .is. a p}ay celebrating
the arts as a means of resistance to colonialism, slavery and m_]us.tlce. Tl:]; sg)ry o
begins with two seventeenth century European superpowers tradmg Mg attan
an East indies spice island, without the consen.t of their 1nhab1tant}s(, an Il'f.ltOVQS
through the history of other islands of oppression from Malcolm ;2 solitary
confinement to Nelson Mandela’s Robben Islgnd fo Aupg San Suu ﬁly1 in
Myanmar to contemporary Puerto Rico to African Immigrants in refugee camps on
EBampedusa.
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